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The Way of Jesus:  Kingdom Economics 101 

Matthew 6:19-24 

 

Introduction – Currency 

Last week, I had the privilege of being with Chuck and Scott Sanderson, as well as Roy Becker 

at the Men’s Roundup at Camp Judson.  It was a good conference and a good time of fellowship 

on the long drive to and from the camp.  Last Sunday, Pastor Dave brought a fantastic message 

on prayer which he closed by challenging you to pray together on the spot.  I was thrilled to 

know that you didn’t hesitate, but that you quickly formed groups and went to prayer.  I’m 

greatly encouraged by that because I have sensed that our corporate prayer life is perhaps the 

most critical area in which we need to grow.  Beginning next week, we will hold a prayer 

meeting at 9:45 in the choir room, just off the narthex and just prior to the service.  Everyone is 

welcome.  I’ll share what God has been speaking to me through the Word that week and we will 

set about praying for the service together.  Someone mentioned this idea to Pastor Dave and I 

believe such a prayer meeting is an initiative of God’s Spirit for us as a church at this time.  I 

hope you’ll consider coming and praying with us.   

 

At the Men’s Roundup, one of my joys was watching the camp director’s three young boys.  

They had the same buzz haircuts that I and my two brothers had when we were kids.  They were 

all boy – full of energy and fun.  I was privileged.  I had that kind of childhood.   

 

I’ve don’t know if you’ve ever thought much about it, but kids form their own kind of micro-

societies.  They have their dominant leaders who act like kings.  Everyone else finds a station in 

the pecking order.  Someone should write a book on the social order of an elementary 

playground.  It would make for entertaining reading.   

 

Well, in our little childhood societies, we not only had our leaders, but we also had some kind of 

currency in order to purchase the things we wanted or needed.  Most of us didn’t have cash on 

hand and that kind of currency was worthless on the playground.  No.  We didn’t use nickels, 

dimes and quarters to get what we wanted.  Our currency was marbles.   
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Remember those?  They were the round little glass spheres that you could put between your 

thumb and forefinger and shoot it across the floor.  There were different denominations with 

varying values, too.  There were solid marbles that were kind of like pennies – not worth very 

much.  Cat-eye marbles were the most common, but some were more valuable than others.  

There were half-inch marbles and the larger one-inch marbles that were worth about ten half-

inchers.  The kids who were really well-off were the ones who might have an agate marble in 

their collection.  Now they were the wealthy ones.  One agate could be worth a hundred cat-eyes.   

 

We used marbles to get what we want.  Do me a favor and I’ll give you ten cat-eyes.  Offend me 

and you owe me fifteen.  We would gamble, too.  Only our parents never really realized it.  

Remember?  You know, draw a circle in the dirt.  Put ten marbles in and then see how many you 

can knock out with your shooter.  If you came out with more than ten, you won that round of 

gambling.  If someone got the better of you, you would have less.  But then, like any gambler, 

you think you can do better the next time so you challenge the winner to another game.  

Unfortunately, there weren’t any helplines for kiddie gamblers back then.   

 

My brothers and I came up with a great idea for counterfeit marbles that really put a dent in the 

playground economy.  My dad worked in the aerospace industry and had access to a lot of steel 

ball-bearings.  “Steelies,” we called them.  We would bring those to school and use them as 

shooters.  Often, when they would hit the other kid’s marble, it would shatter.  I experienced a lot 

of playground hostility when I was a child.    

 

Currency is the material that societies use to get the things they need and want.  In a prison, it 

might be cigarettes – you’ve seen the movies.  In primitive tribes it might some sort of food or 

trinket.  Early American explorers used a variety of things to use as currency for trade with 

Native Americans.  Today, our currency is the dollar in its various denominations.  Money is 

simply a means to acquire the things we need or want.  The desire for more money can become 

an all-consuming passion in and of itself.  We are all tempted to pursue more money so that we 

can acquire more things.  Doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor.  We are all tempted.  

Throughout the gospels, Jesus encountered people or told stories about those who were in 
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bondage to the pursuit of money.  In our passage today, he warns us and explains the spiritual 

danger.   

Text – Matthew 6:19-24 

“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves 

break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 

destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart 

will be also. 

 

“The eye is the lamp of the body. So, if your eye is healthy, your whole body will be full of light, 

but if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light in you is 

darkness, how great is the darkness! 

 

“No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be 

devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and money. 

 

Prayer 

 

Eternal Treasure 

Today is a good time to talk about earthy treasures that disappear.  If you’ve been watching the 

stock market lately, you know that the last couple of weeks have been extremely turbulent.  If 

you are invested in any way in the market, your portfolio has taken a significant hit.   A lot of 

people are wondering if we are in for another economic downturn like, or even greater than, 

2008.   

 

Like the issues of giving, praying, and fasting that Jesus addressed earlier in the Sermon on the 

Mount, he presses into the deepest issues of life with his teaching in this passage that extends all 

the way through verse thirty-four.  He goes straight to the heart.  What is it that drives you?  

What are you really seeking in life?  These are the questions that reveal who we really are.   

 

I’m no physicist, but I know that the second law of thermodynamics tells us that the physical 

universe is in a constant state of decay.  Jesus put it simply.  On this earth, moths and rust will 
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destroy anything that you can acquire.  Everything is in decline.  If you have a beautiful and 

strong body, you’ll eventually sag, get wrinkles and die.  How many gifted and brilliant people 

have ended their lives in nonsensical delirium through the ravages of dementia?  This world is 

passing away.  Nothing will satisfy forever.  So why do we invest all our imagination and energy 

in pursuing the things of this world:  possessions, power, and prestige? 

 

Several years ago, when Diane and I were newly married and serving in a small church plant in 

L.A., we made friends with another young couple.  As we got to know them, their motivations in 

life became very clear.  She was a young mother and beautician who worked out of her home.  

He had just acquired a franchise in janitorial services and was working 70-80 hours a week.  

Their marriage was highly stressed.  Just about a mile away from where they lived was a high-

end neighborhood where they wanted to eventually buy a house.  Diane and I were quite poor at 

the time and will never forget what they said.  “If we can just make it to Whittier Hills, it will be 

worth it all.”  Their marriage ended in divorce within a year.  It wasn’t “worth it all.” 

 

You’ve seen it.  I’ve seen it.  People who are obsessed with money and acquiring more stuff 

really screw up their family.  Their children quickly realize that money and possessions are more 

loved than they are and become bitter even as they enjoy the benefits of wealth.  Let’s be clear:  

the Bible is not teaching that having wealth is wrong.  Throughout the Scriptures, God chose and 

blessed people who were wealthy.  All of the Jewish patriarchs, beginning with Abraham were 

wealthy.  Both David and Solomon were extremely wealthy.  When St. Paul was starting a 

church in Philippi, it was Lydia, a successful woman of significant means who supported him 

and the fledgling congregation.  Wealth, in and of itself, can be a wonderful blessing of God.  

There is no need to refuse it.  Contrary to how some have misquoted the Bible, money is not the 

root of all evil.  You don’t have to be wealthy, however, to be obsessed with obtaining it.  A lot 

of poor people or middle-income folks are driven by money.  The obsession of obtaining wealth 

– “mammon,” some translations put it – causes all kinds of problems.  Paul wrote to Pastor 

Timothy, whom he was mentoring, “…the love of money is the root of all kinds of evils.  It is 

through this craving that some have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with 

many pangs” (I Tim. 6:10, emphasis mine).  Paul would know.  He wrote later of one of his 
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trusted ministry partners, “Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me…” (II Tim. 

4:10).  

 

This world is passing away.  There are no U-hauls being towed behind a hearse.  You can’t take 

it with you.  Jesus, says, “Store up your treasures in heaven, where they won’t decay.”  That’s 

where it really matters.  If you’ve ever tasted the goodness of the Lord, you know that it is true.  

No one can take away your peace.  No one can remove the great sense of inner satisfaction that 

you receive when you are obedient to God.  And the reward is not only in this life, they are 

reserved for us for all eternity.  Of this glorious truth, Peter wrote,  

 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy, he 

has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in 

heaven for you… 

I Peter 1:3-4 

 

That is, of course, if it is heavenly treasure we are pursuing rather than earthly.  

 

A Vision for Life 

Jesus illustrated this teaching with a simple analogy.  We order our steps by what we see.  We 

need light in order to be able to move without danger of stumbling over something or worse.  

Jesus said if your eye is good, you are in good shape.  You’ll know where you are going.  But if 

your eye is bad then you’ll be lost.  We all know that.  How many of us have stubbed our toe 

when trying to make our way through a dark room.   

 

What is driving your life?  What is the source of your vision?  Are you laying up treasures in 

heaven by pursuing God and his way?  Or are you pursuing the things of this world that will 

eventually pass away?  The answer to that question, Jesus is saying, will determine the direction 

and outcome to your whole life.  This issue is that critical.   
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Two Demanding Masters 

Wealth and God are two demanding masters.  We’ve all seen it.  The love of money becomes 

obsessive, controlling all of one’s thoughts and actions.  It is the same with God.  If we truly love 

God as he has commanded us, it will penetrate every thought and action of our life.  Did he not 

command us, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 

all your mind” (Matthew 22:37)?  It doesn’t matter who you are.  You gotta serve somebody.  Do 

you remember the old Bob Dylan song: 

 

You may be an ambassador to England or France 

You may like to gamble, you might like to dance 

You may be the heavyweight champion of the world 

You may be a socialite with a long string of pearls. 

 

But you're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed 

You're gonna have to serve somebody, 

It may be the devil or it may be the Lord 

But you're gonna have to serve somebody. 

 

Might be a rock'n' roll adict prancing on the stage 

Might have money and drugs at your commands, women in a cage 

You may be a business man or some high degree thief 

They may call you Doctor or they may call you Chief.. 

 

You may be a state trooper, you might be an young turk 

You may be the head of some big TV network 

You may be rich or poor, you may be blind or lame 

You may be living in another country under another name.. 

 

You may be a construction worker working on a home 

You may be living in a mansion or you might live in a dome 

You might own guns and you might even own tanks 
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You might be somebody's landlord you might even own banks. 

 

You may be a preacher with your spiritual pride 

You may be a city councilman taking bribes on the side 

You may be working in a barbershop, you may know how to cut hair 

You may be somebody's mistress, may be somebody's heir. 

 

You're gonna have to serve somebody, yes indeed 

You're gonna have to serve somebody, 

Well, it may be the devil or it may be the Lord 

But you're gonna have to serve somebody. 

Copyright © 1979 by Special Rider Music 

 

Currency of the Kingdom 

This passage is the first part of Jesus’ teaching on money and material things in the Sermon on 

the Mount.  He clearly warns his disciples to steer clear of obsession with money and the things 

it can buy.  In the second half of his teaching, Jesus tells his followers to stop obsessing about 

how they will take care of themselves.  Your pursuit and worry about money is fruitless.  More 

than that, it is damaging to your soul.  “Seek first God’s kingdom,” he tells them, and everything 

that you need will be given to you (Matthew 6:33).   

 

You see, if you are a follower of Jesus, you belong to another and greater kingdom than this 

world.  You are a “citizen of heaven,” the Bible tells us (Philippians 3:20).  Your stocks and 

bonds and won’t do you any good there.  Your houses and lands are going to go to someone else.  

Your silver, your gold, and your dollars are worthless in the Kingdom of God.   

 

What then, is the currency of the kingdom of heaven?  By what means do we get the things that 

we need and want in the Kingdom of God?  It is both simple and hard.  Faith.  Jesus calls you 

and me to live by faith.  That’s what this passage is all about.  Why are you worrying?  Why are 

you fussing?  Why are you obsessed with the things of this world?  They are passing away.  The 

things that are unseen are eternal (II Cor. 4:18).   



8 

 

©BMyers2015 

 

 

So what is the take-away from this morning’s message?  It is not enough to just hear these 

words, Jesus warns us; we must act on them.   

 

What is driving your life?  What master are you serving?  Can you back your answer up with 

actions?  It’s not what you say.  It’s what you do that matters in the Kingdom of God.  Maybe 

you’re not obsessed with wealth.  Perhaps its career success, power, or prestige.  All these things 

are passing away.   

 

(Francis Chan’s rope illustration… https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWk7RUg3ZV4 )  

 

Why are you investing in something that is only for the short term and, in the end, will 

eventually fail?  Invest in eternity.  Look in faith to God.  Spend heavenly currency on the things 

that really matter.  And friends, there is an unlimited supply of that heavenly resource at your 

disposal.  The bank of faith is always open for you.   

 

Hundreds of years before Jesus came, God, through the prophet Isaiah, gave this invitation: 

Come, everyone who thirsts, 

    come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 

    come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 

    without money and without price. 

Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread, 

    and your labor for that which does not satisfy? 

Listen diligently to me, and eat what is good, 

    and delight yourselves in rich food. 

Incline your ear, and come to me; 

    hear, that your soul may live; 

   Isa. 55:1-3 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YWk7RUg3ZV4
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These are the words of Jesus.  This is the way of Jesus.  

 

Communion 


